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T

his summer was full of very interesting events: Canada Day, a recital by
the Polish pianist Janusz Bielecki, the 100-year birthday of one of our
residents, John Sutai, and our traditional monthly birthday party. But most of
all, we wanted to enjoy the beautiful summer and sunny weather. Our
residents love to spend time outdoors in Wawel Park. One of our residents,
Mr. Zdzisław Mech entertained all of us by singing. Together with Jola
(Activity Dep.) they were a very successful duo. The portable speaker which
was donated by the family of Joan Bennett and Julia Monid (residents of
Wawel Villa) made our speeches and singing sound professional. We are
very grateful to them. Ann Ruebottom has re-established her vegetable
garden. This is the second year that she has enjoyed her vegetables. This year,
she also planted black tomatoes called Black Cherries. We had the
opportunity to try them and they were very tasty.On July 13, a Polish
businessman, pianist and composer, Mr. Janusz Bielecki, performed. He has
also set up a foundation dedicated to helping young, talented musicians. It
was only at the age of 45 that he discovered his love for playing the piano. It
shows us that you can make your dreams come true at any age.
On June 29th, Wawel Villa Seniors’ Residence celebrated Canada Day. The
Activities Department prepared a presentation about Canada Day and our
multiculturalism. We discussed the origins of Canada Day and the name
‘Canada’, as well as how multiculturism has been incorporated into the
celebrations in recent times. The residents were exposed to many different
cultures that are present in Canada. To show us how she continues to
celebrate her South Asian heritage in Canada, our activities summer student
Esha gave a presentation about India. The residents learned about the food,
clothing, dance, and celebrations in India, and how they are still available to
experience in Canada. The residents enjoyed the bright colours, intricate
dances, and other ascinating facts. Overall, the Canada Day celebration was a
lot of fun and a great way to commemorate our country and its
multiculturalism. This year, for the first time since the COVID-19 pandemic,
we have been able to hire students to help during the summer. We are
grateful for their help and presence in our home. Students Esha and Olivia,
who helped in the Activity department, prepared interesting presentations for
our residents. Esha talked about India and Olivia talked about acrobatic
gymnastics. Olivia was on the Canadian National Team, and participated in
various world competitions. On the next page, Olivia and Esha will share
their insights about working in our home in their articles.
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O

n August 19, our resident John Sutai celebrated his 100 birthdays. On
this occasion, we prepared a birthday party for him, attended by many
of our residents and employees. We invited Joe Tucker to sing for John
and guests. We wish him continued health. Below we present Mr. Sutai’s
biography written by his goddaughter Eva Chandler.
John Sutai, or Kereszt Papa as I have known him all my life, was born in
Hungary on August 19th, 1922. Born left-handed, he was forced at an early
age to use only his right hand as being left-handed was not allowed. As a
young man he joined the army and was assigned to the paratrooper unit,
making many parachute jumps. He was my father's best friend and when I
was born, he was named my godfather on my baptism document. He took
being my godfather to heart and has always been in my life. He was
present at all my special events, be it my First Communion, Confirmation,
my wedding, and the birth of my son.
He & his lovely wife, Gisela, my Kereszt Mama, took me to my first
concert at the O'Keefe Centre in 1963 to see Harry Belafonte. I was able
to repay the favour by taking him to see Harry Belafonte when he
performed in Toronto in 2001.
My family & I spent many summer days at their beautiful High Park
home. John, always the athlete, would teach us to play soccer. My Kereszt
Mama would provide a delicious lunch with a raspberry punch made from
the raspberries grown in their garden.
We spent many Christmases together and parties at my parent's house
always included John & Gisela. They both loved to travel & made trips to
Florida, Europe & one trip to Bermuda in 1995. They also loved the
cottage life and when I was 10, they treated me to a weekend at a cottage
where John taught me to swim. They loved the cottage life so much that
they had a cottage built in Tiny Township near Georgian Bay. Before it
was built, they took a cottage building course at Ryerson and built a
dollhouse sized cottage together. It was perfect!
I have always known John to be kind, calm and I have never seen him
angry or heard him raise his voice! He has always gone out of his way to
help anyone in need. He is and has always been a true gentleman!

Congratulations and lots of love to John, my Kereszt Papa on his 100th
birthday! Your goddaughter Eva and of course Ted and Alex!

M

y name is Esha Garrioch, and I worked at Wawel
Villa over the summer. I got this job as part of the
Canada Summer Jobs Program, which gives students from
ages 15-30 the opportunity to work a 9-week placement at any
affiliate institution. I thought a job in this program would be a
perfect bridge between my first and second years of university,
studying Health Sciences at Queen’s University. I am looking
to go into health care in the future, and I thought getting hands
-on experience with seniors would enrich my understanding of
some of those most affected by physicians and health care
policy. I knew this job would be an amazing opportunity to get
experience in my desired field. For my placement, I was
working with the activities department, which entailed
organizing and playing games, assisting with various parties,
and having the opportunity to connect one-on-one with the
residents. The job provided me with invaluable experience and
learning opportunities that would be unavailable in a
classroom setting. Through my time at Wawel Villa, the
interpersonal relationships I have built with the residents and
the staff here have been incredible. I was welcomed with open
arms and felt a sense of warmth every day going to work.
Although my time at Wawel Villa has ended, the memories
and connections I have made will stick with me throughout my
future career. I am grateful to have had the opportunity to
work at Wawel Villa.

M

y name is Olivia Kopec, and I worked in the activities
department at Wawel Villa this summer. I got this
opportunity as part of the Canadian Summer Jobs Program.
This program allows students from ages 15-30 to have a 9-week
placement at an organization. This job was a perfect
opportunity for me to get to know more about healthcare and it
gives me a good start into my first year at the University of
Mcmaster where I will be studying biomedical engineering and
health sciences. I was able to have a hands-on experience and I
learnt so many important life values over the summer. Over the
past 2 months I worked with the lovely ladies from the
activities department who also taught me so much and I will be
forever grateful to them for their wonderful help. We organized
activities, assisted in various birthday parties as well as taking
residents on walks and getting to know them. Throughout the
summer I learnt valuable lessons and was given an experience
that I would not have had at school. I built great relationships
with the residents and have learnt so much from each and
everyone. This summer I was very fortunate to be able to work
at Wawel Villa and I made unforgettable memories and
connections with the residents. Everyone here welcomed me
with open arms and I am very sad that my time here was so
short. I am so grateful for this opportunity and the connections I
made here that will stick with me throughout my career.

Wii has taken a large interest with the
tenants. There is 1 ½ hrs weekly put aside
to play bowling. Lauren gave many tenants
quick lessons, below is Donna Higgins,
Bette Attridge and Margerte Wichert.

Several tenants from Turtle Creek
spent a day in Niagara Falls
visiting Butterfly Conservatory,
Betty’s and Casino Niagara.
Donna and John Higgins enjoyed
the relaxing and therapeutic
atmospshere; Al was lucky
enough to
have a
butterfly
land on his
head.

A Saturday afternoon in June was
enjoyed by many tenants as they took in a
Medieval Times show.

Turtle Creek Manor’s
Management Office
was given a wonderful
gift of art. Angela
Desousa created a
beautiful painting of 2
turtles.

Grand River Cruise was a
delightful half day trip. We
arrived, enjoyed a concert by
the Blazin’ Fiddlers, then a 2
hr cruise on the Grand River Belle boat
served with lunch. Betty Hunt enjoy a
drink in the sun, Lucy, Patricia and Gail
enjoying the fresh air and happy
conversations. Special appearance by
the 4m high roster that once was stolen!
Our Canada Coach bus driver William
was surprised to be invited to enjoy us.
He enjoyed the wonderful company of
Michael & Dorin Fung and their friend
Rosa.

